Shwoosh Rag Rug Computer Program Notes

The following instructions should help guide you through the Rag Rug Program. This program does assume that you are familiar with the Diamond Rag Rug Technique and  will be most useful to weavers who are familiar and comfortable with the technique. Follow the instructions given on each screen to build your rug.

Screen #1 Width of rug is now ____ inches.

Screen #2. Length of rug is now ____ inches.

Screen #3. Picks per inch is now ____. Enter what you usually weave according to the material you will be using for the rug. This step helps you envision how fast the pattern will build in the rug.

Screen #4. Width of unwoven strip is now ____ inches. This will accept measurements in increments to the second decimal. This step will enable the program to help you figure the approximate amount of fabric that you will need.

Screen #5. Ratio: (first strip length)/(rug width) is now ____. As the program states, this is asking for the ratio of one total repeat length to the completed width of the rug. (Hint: 1.98 is a good starting point)

Screen #6. Number of color segments is now ____. How many total strips will make up your repeat?

Screen # 7. Segment sizes. Enter these numbers as a percentage of the whole. The total must equal 100. 

Screen #8. Enter the numbers that correspond to the colors or values that most closely resemble what you will use.

Screen #9. Shwoosh: Increment in strip length (as percentage of the first strip) is now ____. We call this the Shwoosh Factor. If you want to weave a rug with curves or ‘shwooshes’, this is the important screen for you. This number is the increment change in strip length as a percentage of the first strip. (Hint: start with .1 and go from there.) The finished rug screen will then tell you what the measurement of your first repeat should be and what the measurement of your last strip should be. This step is optional.

Screen # 10. This should show you what your rug will look like and sum up the information about the rug. 

Remember – this is most useful if you already understand the technique. Entering the information about one of your existing Diamond Rugs will show you how close the program can come to your particular weaving style. 

